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Today’s feast of Christ the King is easily misunderstood. 
 
It is true that the feast accurately calls attention to Christ’s 

archetypal kingly energy. Our second reading from Colossians captured 
that energy well by saying, “he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. He is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he himself might 
be preeminent. For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell.” 
However, it is also true that Christ was not at all a king in the way we 
usually understand kingship. He was not a political leader, a wealthy 
man, or powerful person. Instead, he was a suffering servant. 

 
The Gospel reading for today’s feast gives us a much more 

accurate understanding of Christ’s kingship. It is the scene of Good 
Friday. Instead of a reading about a throne, a royal palace, and 
attendants, it speaks of a cross, a hill, and criminals. When tempted by a 
centurion to show himself a king by magically coming down from the 
cross, Jesus refused. As Jesus said during his passion, “my kingdom is 
not of this world.” Jesus was only a king insofar as he belonged the 
kingdom of his God and Father, not his own earthly kingdom. 
 

The priest and author Diarmuid O’Murchu stresses the difference 
between worldly kingdoms and the Kingdom of God. He cleverly writes 
that the Kingdom of God “turns imperial kingship on its head, replacing 
it with an empowering kinship.” (Inclusivity: A Gospel Mandate, 15) From 



imperial kingship to empowering kinship- that’s the key difference. Jesus 
wasn’t imperial about himself, but empowering of others. That is life in 
the Kingdom of God. That is God’s ‘universal and eternal kingdom. The 
kingdom of holiness, grace, justice, love, and peace,’ as our Preface for 
this mass will state. 

 
If we want to properly understand today’s feast of Christ the 

King, then we must be careful on what we mean by kingship. From his 
own example on earth, Jesus did not strive for royalty above others, but 
for kinship with others. Remember that the mission of Jesus started and 
ended with radical solidarity with humanity. In the incarnation, Jesus 
took on flesh and became human like us in all things except sin. In his 
death, he associated with some of the most despised people ever: 
criminals. In fact, some of his final words were encouragement to one 
of them: “this day, you will be with me in paradise.” 

 
Today’s feast day is more about Christ the Kin than Christ the King. 

What is my understanding of Christ the King? Do I see him as my 
brother who comes to empower me? 

 
As we continue with this mass, let us pray that Jesus Christ not be 

our imperial king, but our empowering kin. 


